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Weekly Review

Current Irag Risk Rating: AKE52
Significant Acts: 50

Total Fatalities: 33
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Security incidents over the past week

The summary and weekly incident map gives a snapshot of the main trends currently affecting Iraq, as well as an
indication of the country’s most hostile regions.

Summary

With the exception of the south, levels of violence appear to be rising across Iraq. The number of security incidents
rose over the past week and personnel should note that we may be facing an upward trend in post-election
hostilities. There was an increase in the number of bombings, leaving 10 people dead and at least 96 injured
countrywide. There was also a rise in the number of shootings, including attacks using guns fitted with silencers,
with eight bodies being recovered in the north and central provinces and at least 15 other people shot dead in
incidents spread between Babil and Mawsil. Over the coming week, levels of violence may continue to rise.
Electoral discontent over the developing post-poll situation may prompt demonstrations (there has already been
one pro-Maliki protest in the southern city of Najaf) while all eyes — civilian and militant — will remain on the Iraqi
High Electoral Commission (IHEC) ahead of the final result announcement, now scheduled for Friday.
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Roundup of Weekend Incidents

The weekend roundup map provides readers with an update of incidents which have taken place since the last
Daily Update (the previous Friday).
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Areas of Continued Concern
Most Hazardous Provinces: Ninawa, Baghdad, Diyala, Anbar, Ta’'mim

The coloured risk map illustrates which provinces are consistently the most dangerous (the darker the shading the
more hazardous the province).
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Projections

The projections section provides the reader with a security forecast for the coming week and beyond. This section
is vital for planning journeys, staff activity and other operations in the country.

Following a general worsening in conditions over the past week, the security situation may further
deteriorate over the coming week. Terrorist attacks aimed at undermining the ongoing electoral and
government-formation processes should still be expected, particularly as security measures have been
gradually relaxed since election day.

The election results are to be announced at 1900 (Baghdad time) on Friday 26 March. Electoral fervour will
likely be stoked in mosques during Friday prayers and tensions are likely to be high. Protests and
unplanned political rallies should be expected in urban areas countrywide, although they are not likely to
manifest until Friday evening, or more credibly over the course of Saturday.

By announcing a specific date and time, the IHEC has provided a time frame for any relevant threat groups
to plan an attack (if they wish to discredit the results or otherwise disrupt the electoral process). Bomb-
making preparations may now be underway in advance of the date. An attack now would discredit the
reputation of Nuri al-Maliki as a bringer of stability and thus harm his credibility as a coalition leader in the
new government. An attack would also likely serve as a warning to any potential new leaders in the
country.

In general, the security environment over the coming months will depend hugely on the outcome of the
government formation process. If certain portions of society feel that they have been excluded, they may
become cynical and resentful of the democratic process. This may convince individuals to take up arms
once again.

The US military will be reviewing its status in Irag within two months. A significant shift in the security
environment will result from this withdrawal process. Bear in mind that militant groups may seek to conduct
attacks against US military interests (including military bases and convoys) in an attempt to discredit
Washington as it gradually pulls out. Other militant groups may also attempt to consolidate their resources
in preparation for a possible security vacuum once the US has completely withdrawn (by the end of 2011).

Cross-border military activity by the Turkish and Iranian militaries into KRG territory may now gradually
increase as weather conditions are set to improve in the mountains.

A small number of Shi'ah pilgrims may make their way towards Samarra’ to commemorate the birth of

Imam al-Askari between 24-26 March but the event will not be large. Even the most dedicated of
worshippers are likely awaiting the election results.
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Route Security

The route security section is a brief roundup of current road travel safety conditions around the country. This part of
the report is essential for journey planning around the country.

Iraqgi Kurdistan
Routes largely safe
Congestion likely to ease following the end of Nowruz

Non-Kurdish Northern provinces
Hazardous journey conditions
Risk of roadside bombings, small arms fire, kidnapping and UVIEDs
No UVIEDs recorded over the past week

Central Provinces
Hazardous journey conditions
No UVIEDs recorded over the past week
Ongoing risk of roadside bomb attacks on Highway One between Tikrit and Samarra’ (Salah ad-Din
province)
Occasional curfews and route closures, particularly after large attacks or ahead of major religious events.
Also most common in the districts closest to Baghdad (especially in al-Anbar province)
EFPs currently a risk around Khalis district (Diyala province)

Baghdad
Hazardous journey conditions, even on short routes
One UVIED reported last week in Mansour district
Congestion is a daily occurrence in the city centre
Route closures in the aftermath of attacks and curfews during times of heightened security are also a
concern
Airport/BIAP road is not secured, but attacks remain highly infrequent

Southern Provinces
Violence less common but still a concern
Risk of roadside bombings, small arms fire and occasional kidnapping
EFPs and other roadside bombs a risk on main routes into Amarah (Maysan province) and Basrah (Basrah
province)
High profile vehicles, particularly US convoys, most targeted
US oil tanker destroyed in Qadissiyah province last week
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Regional Analysis

The regional analysis section is designed to provide clients with specific information on their area of operations. It
contains the latest AKE Risk Rating for each region, which describes the current level of risk on a scale of 1-100.
Few competitors express the level of risk in such concise detail.

The section also contains a list of ongoing geographic areas of concern, thematic facilities and individuals at
regular risk of attack as well as a list of locations which saw violence over the previous week. It also contains a list
of the most common tactics used by threat groups in the area, such as small arms fire, landmines, kidnap for
ransom, suicide bombings etc.

The section describes the proportion of violence taking place in the region when compared to the rest of the
country. It also details how frequently attacks are occurring.

Emerging and ongoing trends are then analysed, with detailed statistics, facts and figures, as well as intelligence
received fresh from the field. Key risks are identified and described; and the reader is instructed on the best
practises for mitigating those risks.

The AKE Iraq Report includes specific analysis of the following locations:

Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) territory (al-Arbil, ad-Dahuk, as-Sulaymaniyah)
The Non-Kurdish North (at-Ta’mim and an-Ninawa)

Central Iraq (al-Anbar, al-Babil, ad-Diyala, al-Karbala, Salah ad-Din, al-Wassit)
Baghdad

The South (al-Basrah, adh-Dhiqgar, al-Muthanna, al-Maysan, an-Najaf, al-Qadissiyah)

Thematic maps and statistical graphs are also included:
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Central Iraq (Anbar, Babil, Diyala, Karbala, Salah ad-Din, Wassit)
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Risk Rating: AKE50

Current Frequency of Attacks: 11-12 per week

2009 Proportion of Countrywide Violence: 23.51%

Proportion of Countrywide Violence over the past Week: 22%

Areas of concern: Abu Ghurayb, Ba'qubah, Balad Ruz, Bayji, Fallujah, Faris, Karbala’, Khalis, Khanagin, Kut, ar-
Ramadi, Samarra’, Tikrit, Tuz Khurmatu,

Key risks: roadside bombs, small arms fire, suicide attacks, indirect fire, kidnap

Likely targets: Iraqi police, Iragi army, concerned local citizen groups, Kurdish interests, tribal leaders, Shi'ah
interests, oil-related infrastructure and personnel

Flashpoints

Fallujah, Karmah, Ramadi, Saglawiyah (Anbar) Hillah, Mahmudiyah, Mussayab (Babil) Sa'adiyah (Diyala)
Karbala’ (Karbala’) Shirgat, Tarmiyah (Salah ad-Din)

Levels of violence rose in the central provinces over the past week, with 15 people killed in a series of bomb
attacks and targeted shootings. This casualty figure surpasses that of the north and of the capital, with violence
most concentrated in eastern Anbar province, northern Babil province and around the town of Sa’adiyah in eastern
Diyala province. The lIraqi security forces (including members of the as-Sahwah movement), government
employees and civilians remain the most common targets of attack. Bombings over the course of the week left six
people dead and 34 injured while a slight rise in the number of weekly shootings left four people dead and two
injured. Four bodies were also recovered abandoned over the course of the week, three of which belonged to
members of the Iraqi security forces (in Anbar and Salah ad-Din provinces). The other belonged to a farmer (in
Diyala province).

Attacks against the police will continue in Anbar province (especially in Fallujah) while mass-casualty suicide
attacks against the police, civilians and political targets will remain a risk in both Fallujah and Ramadi districts.
House-bombings remain more likely in Anbar province than anywhere else in the country, with the police (and their
neighbours) are bearing the brunt of such violence. Explosives are loaded into a policeman’s home or into an
adjacent building then detonated. Often there are no casualties (such as when the implicated buildings are vacated
during the daytime) but on several occasions civilian bystanders and family members of the target are killed and
injured in such attacks.

Clashes between armed members of the Arab and Kurdish communities may increase in mixed districts of Diyala
province (such as Khanagin and Kifri districts) while roadside bombings against high profile convoys (particularly
military vehicles) remain a key risk around Khalis, Ba’aqubah, Buhriz and main routes running between these
towns and Baghdad. Levels of violence will remain comparatively lower in Salah ad-Din province although roadside
attacks remain a possibility along highway one, while attacks on the police and Iragi military appear to be
intensifying in the northern district of Shirgat.

In Babil province roadside bombings, including IEDs affixed to vehicles, bicycles and loaded into abandoned cars)
will remain a risk in the Hillah, Iskandariyah and Mussayyab areas. Targets will continue to include indiscriminately
selected civilians as well as members of the security forces.



Political Section
AKE Political Risk Rating: AKE4 -
Current risks: political violence, corruption, governmental instability, regulatory instability

The political section contains updates on Iragi politics, economic and diplomatic affairs.

As long speculated in the industry, Irag has the potential for being a highly lucrative location for hydrocarbon
extraction. Despite a hostile investment climate, the problems associated with operating in the country are certainly
not insurmountable. Although the recent award of extracting bids to a number of key oil firms will certainly not spell
the end of uncertainty that all bidding companies have faced over recent months, the move is economically and
politically profound. Not only are these companies entering a watershed period in a historical relationship with Iraqi
oil (they were implicated in the still popular move by Saddam Hussein that saw the initial nationalisation of the
industry in 1972), but they have also overcome distinct difficulties involved in conducting business in modern Iraq,
not least in its most sensitive and eagerly anticipated industry. They offered many months of free consultation to
the Iraqi government, evidently fostering contacts in the relevant ministries and establishing a good reputation for
having expertise and experience in the sector. As in much of the Middle East, the maintenance of good
relationships with the relevant political figures and institutions is vital for establishing good business operations, and
while it could be construed as participation in patronage (posing a reputation risk for a company operating in a
country as blighted with corruption as Iraq), so long as the strategy involves transparent exchanges (such as the
provision of expertise and advice — for free in the case of the above companies), it should not pose a risk to
company reputations. However, even good relations with the current government and existing state institutions will
not mitigate the risk of operating difficulties in the coming months. The oil sector will remain a highly difficult one in
which to operate, as it remains in the intense fixation of international governments, multinational companies,
domestic parties, rural tribes and armed, xenophobic militias, all of whom have high expectations and dire concerns
over how the revenue from the industry is to be distributed, and to whom the benefits will be siphoned. Many will
resent the domination of the sector by large foreign firms and the latest bids are likely to be contested — if not in
parliament, on the ground, posing security as well as contractual considerations for those involved.



